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Worthy and Ever Honoured, 


| Thomas Papillon, Ef; 


" One of thy Re preſentarives'of the _- 
noarable Gy of LO NDON, 
the preſent Parliament : 


| : AND 
The Deſetvedly Reſpect, 


( Philip Papillon; 
4 Mis Ohly SON: 


45 E N T bat perform 
et the Sovie bi 1 
= TT wi were a: » = 
Call-me to, in the Preaching. "4 

[ Soritiorf, 7 bad no ' Growlds of 
A 2 y- 


as — 


you would WT me ts make i I 


more Publick, 


THERE are few can be deſi» |} 
red to ſend their Pulpit Diſcourſes to 
the Prels, upon greater Diſadvantage | 
than - my ſelf; who have no write | 
ten Hints to recollect what '7 deliver, B 
and muſt therefore be forced, when Y 
urg'd te it, to Deſire Help from \ 
ſome - of my Hearers ; and refreſh 
my Memory with their "Notes, which 7 
alwayes labour under conſiderable Im- © 
perfections. To this 1 was partis 
cularly forced in the preſent Caſe, ;| 
which 1 thought a ſufficient” Reaſon, 
for my defiring .(.as 1 did ) it might | 
( when committed to Paper ) be kept | 
fo your .ofon Priyate Peruſal. . 


| THEY the. know us, vill ne 
| EE rp ; PRra, 


- 
5 
} ofa 


= 


Dedicatory. 
| expect 1 ſhould ſay much of you, when 
| Twrite.to you: However, 1am bold 
5 to be your Remembrancer of What was 
| Jour Deceaſed Conlort's Satisfactis 
4 on, inher .Languiſhing Hours, becauſe 
it may on equal Grounds be both , 
Jours : To have about Thirty deſcend- 4 
ing from you, or-nearly United to thm (/ 
that do, and no One but what gives 
1 jſt Cauſe to all. of us to believe, the 
2 Root of the Matter js found, and A 
3 Chriſt formed i them, is Comfort : 
3 many want after all their Pious Coun- «© 
3 ſels, Holy Examples, and Care of 
7 their Diſpolal. And tho this be 
4 but one © of of the.' many Diſtinguiſhing 
J Marks God hath Honoured you both 
3 with, yet this alone ſhould joſe on 
| Thanks and Hopes about them, _ 


AF 

&* 
by 
(7 29 


AND that God will continue FEY 7 
and 


Tte ie Epi, © Sc. 


= We ecially You, Sir, bis Worthy J 
Son, im the 8 teps of fuch a Father, A 
to filt ap many of bis ifeful and Exents J 
plary Poſts, both Relig ous ani Civil, 7 
. the Deſire, and jo be the Prayer 3 
O , 


Jour Affectionate Hearer, | 


and B aithful Servant, 


in Our Dear Lord, 


Join Woodbouſ 


up Moorfie 
Gadi v7: 0p 
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R & v. XIV. 13; 
And 1 heard a Vice from Hedven, 
ſaying unto me, Write, bleſſed are 


| the Dead which dye in the Lord, 


from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the 


Spirit, that they may reſt from 
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their Labours, and their Works do 
follow them. 


Need nor tell you ( Beloved ) 
the [ad Occaſion of this Moaurnful 
- Aﬀembly, The Deſign F ſhall 


the Dead ; or the Revival of the 
3 Grief, and Tender Sence the Living 
4 have of {o great a Lols. 


But if it were poſſible; I would 


LEndexvour to bring this Aflictive 
FP rovidence {o near our Hearts, that 
gwe might not loſe all ; that we might 
ag ſome good. by fo great a lols ; 
ſclte loſs of fo Excellent a Perſon. 1 
B , would 


S 1 mainly drive at, is not the Ce- 
& lebration of the Deſerved Praiſes of 


3 
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would render it as Inſtruftive as I | 


can $o this great Aſſembly. 

, And that | may the more ſucceſl-_ 
fully do it, will you lend me your At-/ 
tentive Thoughts to that Paſſage of | 
Sacred, Writ that you have upon Re- | 
cord but now narned to you : 


! 
| 

{ 

| { 

— Blefſed are the Dead, &Cc. 1 
11 

E 


Scripture, and Experience, tell us, | 
that the Inhabitants of this lower | 
World are Divided, under two great 't 
Loras, that have the Rule over them ; |p 
Chriſt, and Satay ; the Fleſh and Spi- x1 
rit ; and it is true, it lyes at every 
Man's Choice whoſe he will be, and n 
whom he will ſerve ; the Devil can- // 
not force Subjects, and Chriſt will xt 


* nt. 


not ; he will Deal with us according A 


to' the Free and Noble Natures that ar 
he hath given us ; but hath from the #/ 
Divice Pleaſure, and according to the þ, 
Nature of the thipg, Purpoſed, that [e: 
what Sinners Chooſe, that they ſhall th 


\.—_ have ; ſuch as hath been their firſt, 8; 


ſuch: ſhall be their Final State,; the ps 
Way and End are inleparaþly Con- be 


neQed together. ff 
| was The | 
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I The far greater part of Mankind 

_ | Devote themſelves to the Service of 

[- the World and the Fleſh * abandon 

t- . themſelves to a fleſhly, animal Life ; 

of | theſe they Chooſe and Follow':” And Verſe ». 

& the Context tells you, what will be 39- 
the Dreadful Iſſue of this their Courſe, | 
They ſhall be filled with their own yt ws 
'Wayes ; for they ſhall be Tormented 

S, \'with Fire and Brimſtone : A Dreadful 

er Entertainment {hall Sinners find, when 

at 'they come. ro Receive the Recom- 

1; ipence of the Pleaſures of Sin, that 

- they had for a ſhort Seaſon: 

'y For they ſhall find the moſt Tor- | 

ad menting Element of Fire, with Brim- 

n- fone to give Heat and Horrour to it ; | 

1ll the Smoke of thetr Torment} ( that's an Verſe ::- 

ng Awakening Word to them that feel, 

at and co them that donot yer feel it ) ſba/l 

he #/cend for ever and ever ; and they ſhall 

he bave xo Reft Day nor Night. Sinners, 

at ſer me tell you frem the Lord, that - 

all there is not one of you, that is yeta * _ 

ſ, Slave to his Luſt, that chooſeth and - I 

he ped a Carnal Worldly Intereſt,. - ; 

N- defore all that God and Chriſt Have 

dffered ro you ; but he is in a Caſe, 

og >” Bs - . that 
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that, doth certainly entitle him to this! x 

_..-- Torment ; tho yet he 1s not in it, t/ 

I know Sinner, thou fondly hopeſtic 

it will be better ; but where 1s the'a, 

Ground for it? Either ſer thy ſelf tot 

v 4, Fear the Lord, and Follow the Lamb, ry 

or thou canſt never eſcape ; and there-xh 

fore whoever thou art, that haſt ne-xh 

ver been awakened to a Senſe of thyth 

Sin and Danger, art thou yet 1n aghj 
Impenirent, Chriſtleſs State ? think, 

what ! will the way I have taken bringto 

bp” me to this End ? God hath told mene 

ſo, and at my Peril I muſt believetee 

it, that I may prevent it: Oh that# 

God would give thee a Heart to it & | 

But as dark as that ſide of the Cloudthe 

is, the Context hath a light ſide alſoJin 

and my Text leads me to a Bettetthe 

Sort of Souls. Re 

' And © that God would. lead. it. to, 

the Souls of all of you that are in ſuch, 

a State, as will intitle you to this Tor-ir, 

ment, that you may make your Eff 

cape, aud never know by feeling whatind 

it means. itfe 

There is a Generation, that ( un-ha 


der the ſweet Influences of Free anajs 
= P OWer =! 


” * . 1 > ua : - wt , ” on 
£ &” G9 . A 
” CEL . 


MES " IA yy 


hn - 
” <4 R 


A Funeral Sermon, 5- 


F 


1S. Power ful Grace ) follow the Lawb whi-yerſs 4 
 therſoever he poes : They had taken 
R'Chriſt, and become Imitators of him ; 
ie and they would follow him through. 
[O/Tribulation and Perſecution to Glo-. 
v,ry ; let it be how it would with 
e-them here, they would follow Chriſt ;. 
e-they had embark'd with him, and- 
lythey would adventure their all with : 
10him. | | = 
k, Theſe are they that are devoted. 
Igto God, ſet apart for God and: Holi- 
neneſs in their Hearts and Lives ; They 
Vetcep the Commandments of God, and the verſe 12. 
atFath of Jeſus ; they follow Chrift in 
t 4 Life of Obedience, and maintain 
udthe Faith of Feſas ; cleaving to, abi- 
oJing in, and walking with him; and. 
ettheſe ſhall have the Recompence of 
Reward : In the next Verſe, I heard 
to, Yoice from Heaven, ſ[aying unto me, 
ChiPrite, Bleſſed are the Dead : Surely 
7r-zirs, here 1s ſomewhat 1n this Text 
:{-)f great Importance to your Souls 
atind mine : O that I knew how to 
iffe& your Hearts and mine with it, 
n-hat we might know how to give it - 
dts Influence upon your Hearts and : 
ml #13 . -_ _—_ 
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World reckons not worthy to live. 


| Lives 1fay ſo, becauſe of the Great 


Solemnity with which theſe Words 
are introduced ; here is ſuch an 4p- 

paratns as 1s 'verily very awiul : I do 
not know ' three Paſſages in all Scrip-' 
ture; fo Solemnly introduced, 1 heard 
e. Voice from Heaven ; whether the 
Voice' of the Angel of God, the An-, 
gel 'of the Covenant : i Or, wherher 
a Voice from God more immediate- 
ly; the Text hath not told us : And 
we may fafely be ignorant about it : 

But it'1s 4 YVorice frow Heaven , a 
Voice than cannot lye,, a Yoice that 


cannot deceive us; a Yozce that ſhould 


' be. heard, and received with all ſuit- 
ble: Reverence ahd Accepration, and 
who' could have believed''ir, ' unleſs 


well atteſted ? 'and this Voice bids him 


Write ; Write ! why, is it worthy to 
be Written? if it is a Voice from 
Heaven, on ſuch an "Important Oc- 
calion as appears in 'the' Context, 
John might well write it down for 


_ the Comfort of the Followers' of Je-; 


ſus ; rhar poor, deſpiſed, reproached, | 
perſecuted: Generation, - whom the| 


And! | 
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And their God [that- knows chem 


| better than the World' knows them, 


and is not aſhamed to be called cheer 


| Goa, he knows that the World is 
' not worthy of them : 9g. 4. Souls, bear 


up under all Diſcouragemeats, tho? 
yours isa Diſtreſſed, Heart-ſtooping 


' Day; here is a Word from Heaven, 


a Cordial for Fainting Seaſons, and 
PII wrzze it down for you, that you 
may have it ready, and may have 
Recourſe to it in your needful Hours ; 
arid' that is, Bleſſed are the Dead that- 


. dye in the Lord, from henceforth, &c. 


The Words Logically conſidered, con-- 
tain, | ESD GE 
Firſt, A Propoſition : Bleſſed are: 

the Dead, which dye in the Lord; — 
Szcopdly, A Limitation, or Deter- '. 
mination of the- Time and Seaſon of 
verifying. it: From henceforth. 
Thirdly, A Twofold Reaſon of the 
Truth of the Propofition. 
Firſt, That they may reſt from their 
Labours : | | 
Secondly, And their Works do follaw 
them. | | = 
Which will be the Reaſons of the 
OE B 4 _ Do- 
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arine;- -and waving to freak to them 
now, I may hope Tor room' for ſome 
Application, which * Is the thing, I 
would ' aim'at, © 

The Propoſition in the Text then, 
that I may (for Brevity ſake ) make 
It fſerve- tor the Dottrine, is this, 


DoR. Bleſſed are the Dead, which 
Ho je in the Lord. 


I call it a "Propoſi tion, and yet the 
accurate Logicians may quarre] at it, 
becauſe the Predicate 'is in the Place of 


. the ng os But it. is a Logical Propo- 


frion, (atleaſt) with very little Va- 
Tlation :' They that are Aeag, and aje in 
Jhe Lord, are Bleſſed. 


And ſd I muſt endeavor to explain : 


the Subjett, and -then 'the Predicate ; 
and though the SubjeF be laſt 'in the 
'Text, it is to be reckoned firſt in the 
Propoſition, and muſt therefore fall 


firſt under our Conſideration, © '' '/ 


Firſt, What are we to underſtand | 
y The Dead, that dye in the Lord 2 
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'in very fairly, and both of them agree- 
able enough to the Original : 

Some, (and Men of Value) by 
Dying 'in the Lord, do underitand as i Kugio. 
much as Dying Fae the Canſe and Sake 

of the Lord ; as Martyrs. do, that ſeal _.. 
their Teſtimony with their Blood. 
 ThePrepolition, which we render. 
 TIn,after the manner of the Hebrews, ſig. # 

| nifying as much as For, and I muſt got 

deny but this Prepoſition i inother Places DP 
of Scripture is ſo render'd,” as in the 

Margin, arid elſewhere ; and the Pro- Mat.s.7: © 

Poſition is true, take it in.this Senſe ; £fÞ-3-23: 
\ [That © thoſe that' Dye For the Lord, 

are Bleſſed; and it may be ina De- 

'gree above other Me, that Dye only .. 

in the Lord. 

But I may not exclude the other 

'Senſe' of it by this, ( tho? there are 

{great Authorities to countenance me 

' [in it) becauſe I think it is beyond 
[Difpute; that-when the Apoſtle uſes an =- 

\ {Equivalent Phraſe, Them that ſeep i» t 08 Fu 
Jeſs, Sleeping i is allow?'d to be dy- "4 

1ng in Jeſus : For after this he aſſures - 

us, The dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : Verſe 16 

[Thexs &oothing 1 in the Context _ 
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© I can diſcover, ſhould limit us ro'this | 
_ Senſe, therefore itemuſt not { Ithink) | 


be underſtood only of thoſe that Dye 
for him, that ſuſſere#a Violent Death 
for him, as many of our Brethren 
have done, and now do in the Chri- 
ſtian: Worl1 : The Tranſlation hath-a 
. plain and ſound Senſe, 'different from 
thar, for though it may be admitted 
_ to ſignitie Dying for him, yet it doth 
not exclude, but take in their Dying 
— #x him, that dyed not thus for him : 
; Join 4 Dying intereſted in him,” United to 
Eph. 3.17, Dim, by the Spirit on his part, and 
| by Faith on ours. _ et 
_* And the Propoſition is true of theſe, 
| and: all theſe; fo'that in the ſame 
 Rm-87. Senſe they are faid to. be.in Chriſt, 
7. to abide in him, Lie putt in Khim, they 
| Joh.15.4. may be faid to dze inhim. 
; Let me add, that Dying in the Lord, - 
thus explain'd, doth (anole Two- 
Th ns rd 99. 
Firſt, Their. Being in-him, by-their: - 
Coming tO him, 'and Recetuing of hitn, 
a. 1.75. P hich are; but. rwo dillerent, Scrip-" | 
Ker, 11, fure' Expreſſions for their Believing 1n' | 
7 Ne gs i A fee” 


: .» 


Sec ondis ? 


I” —— 


— p—_— 


A Funeral Sermon. 


Secomaly, It is Suppoſed ro Dying in < 
him, they did Abiae and Wait in him, 


from the cime of their Coming to him, 
and Receiving of him, be it a longer 


or ſhorter time. And pray Sinners, 
you that make light of Chriſt, thac 
prefer your other things before him, 
or turn your Backs upon him, to ſerve 


divers Luſts and Pleeſures inſtead of 


him, that abandon your ſelves to a 
Carnal Intereſt, Know, that you cannor 


1n this Cafe dye in him, or be bleſſed 


in ſo doing ; and: therefore- bethink 
your ſelves, how it will -be with 
you, if Death lay its cold-Hands upon 


you. | 


0 Get into Chriſt! Ger a ſaving 
Intereſt in lim, give up your-ſelves 


to him, that Death: may: not find you 3-5 


out of him ! for Woe to you: if you 
dye, and not-in Jeſlus'! Bleſſed are 


. the dead which aye in the Lord. 


Let us now briefly: ſee, what we 


are to underſtand by the Predicate, 
| Bleſſed. And of- this .give me leave 


to iſpeak- ſomething : | 
Firſt -of the” Name, gnd-then of the 

Thing; for Names are. to: leadius to: 

FRY be, i RS Things: 


i 
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walks in hing 


"Things ; and I would I could tell you 
moxe of it. | 

| 1 am aſhamed to think, how little 
Ican tell you of the Blſſedre/s of thoſe 
Souls that Live and Dye 1n Jeſus, 
That I may borrow ſome Light 
from the Old Teſtament,let me tell you 
that the Hebrews have a Word Ex- 
preſſive of this, beyond what our Lan- 
guage can fully reach; it's often 


\ Tranſlated Bleſſed, and this Word | 


ſeems to be in that form which the 
Maſters in Sacred Language call Forma 
Regiminis, and may be turned from 
its concrete, to an abſtract - Signiti- 
cation ; and therefore if I muſt ren. 
der it, I muſt do it as I can, becauſe - 
IT can do. it no better; (Yiz.) Oh. 
the Bleſſeaneſſes of that Man! not 
Bleſſed Adjectively, and in the Con- 
crete, but Bleſſedneſſes Subſtantively, 
and in the Abſtract ; not Bleſſedne/s 
in the Singular Number, but Bleſſeq- 
zeſſes 1n the Plural ; and O the Bleſſed- 


zeſſes { . A compleat Complication of 


them, in that Soul that /zves i Chrift, 
valk , apd dyes in him ; and 
though Philologers are not certainly 
NE ads | agreed 
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agreed, Whether it be a Noun Sub.. 
ſtantive or AdjeQtive Plural, contain- 
ing all kind of Felicity, or. an Ad- 
verb, or Interjetion ; Well is it for 
that Man, Happily is be Provided for : 

Yet they ſeem agreed; that which ſo- 
ever it be, (and one they generally 
think it mwſt be) it hath the force,,,, offi 
of a Pathetick, Joyial Acclamation, eniam om- 
+ and then they come much to one ; 7 bon- 
' as the Learned Druſſus hath it, He [num 
is abundantly, and every way bleſſed, rumaggre- 
beyord Expreſſion. Cm 3 
I have the rather Noted this, be- Modis on-. 
cauſe the Seventy Tranſlate the He- Tbs accu- 
brew Ward, which we render Bleſ- So f 
ſed, by the very Original Word in azg:c 
my Text, which Philologers derive, 1 - 
from Words importing Great Joy, tum gau- - 
Joy unſpeakable, and (as I may lay ) © 


Y__—_— — 


Others &= |} 


fall of Glory : It does denote, that 7 waa 
a Soul in Chriſt, when he dyes, ſhall = z*+-,- 
* have ſuch a Bleſſedneſs and Joy, ſuch rm 
a fulneſs of Joy and Pleaſure, that he div. 
ſhall neither want, nor wiſh for more. 
But not to ſtay upon the Name, 
which was to lead us into the Thing ; 


Let us ſee what wecan ſay oft : 
2X And- 
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: And O! how pladly would I com- 
mend the Bleſſedneſs of this State to- 
ou, that I might commend this Dear 


and Bleſſed Jeſus to you : Verily, Sirs, 


you could never ſet ſo light by this 
Jeſus as you do, if you did but know 
the Worth of him ; if you knew your 
Need of him, and what you ſhould 
have by him. | 

If T fail in this,] ſhall avail you little 
The dead that aye in the Lord are bleſ- 
ſed: Which does denote, 

Firſt, 4 Separation, a Removal of 


_ all that ts Evil and Diſtreſſing : There 


ſhall ( when thou dyeſt in the Lord ) 
be a Separation from all Evils, Na- 
tural and Moral, that are ſo great 
a part of thy Diſtreſs here : Every one 
feels the Evil of AMictions, every 
one can cpmplain of this Plague of 
the Heart, every one hath his own 
Body of Sin, and his own Burthen : 


' Ido not know any 1s without one ; 


you. do not. feel mine; nor I yours; 
but I feel one, and you another : Oh ! 
what a: Gomplaining World is this ? 


© Sicknefs, Pain, Calamity, Loſſes of 


Relations, Croſſes on the one Hand, 
and 


— j 
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and Moral Evil (which is the greater 
Evil ) on the other Hand ; the Eval 
of Sin, Dwelling and Working 1n 
.---- 
The Tender-hearted Soul, that hath | 
a new Nature in it, that is ſet againſ>  * 
Sin, hath a very tender Senſe of the | | 
Evil of that Sin that dwells 1n it, and. / 
' 1s an implacable Enemy to it: Iam 
ſure it made Pas/ pour out more 
Complaints, than all his Stripes and 
Stoning, Irons and Imprilonment 
did: Where do you hear him com- 
plain, ( how adverſe, how miſerable 
ſoever his Caſe was) as he does on 
this Occaſion ; O wretched man that 1rxom.;.14, - | 
' am, who _—— me from the Bo- | 
ay of this h : Sin fate uneaſlie up- 
on his Spirit, tho? it was not Reign- 
ing and Allowed, but Unallowed and- 
Hated. Wel], Soul, bear up, if thou 
be but heartily come to Jeſus, if thou 
art but one of thoſe, that are willing 
to follow this Lamb, whitherſoever 
he -goes, I can tell thee Good Ty- 
dings of Great Joy, it cannot be long, 
e're thy Bleiled Jeſus will deliver thee 
from all this; thy Anguiſh, Vexa- 
- tion 
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tion and Miſeries, ſhall all be done 


away : All thy Swear, thy Labours 
ſhall ceaſe, all Tears be wiped from 
thine Eyes, and all Sorrows done a- 
way, with the Cauſes of them ; and 
though thou art now converſant with 


a Sluggiſh, and Sleepy, and Hypo- 


critical Heart, thou knoweſt not what 
todo with it ; thou bringeſt it to Or- 
dinances, and God in them, to better 


it, and this without any great and 


good Effect hitherto : Bear up Soul, 
this Holy Jeſus hath undertaken for 
thee,. thou art in him, and thou ſhale 


— dye_in_him ; from henceforth thog 


Thalc nor feel the Temptations, th 


fioful Workings of a Naughty Heart : 


Oh ! that will be a Joyful Change to 
a. Holy Soul, that is under the Ten- 


_der Sence of theſe things here : This 


is one part of the Bleſſedneſs, as it 
denotes an, Abolition of, and Sepa- 


\ ration from the Evils of this Life; 
| both Natural and Moral; from that 
of AfMiction; and that of Sin, which 


tho' it be rather Negative than Poſi- 
zive, yer It 15 that without which 


...... politive Bleſfledneſs cann't be enjoyed; 
: y | Non& | 
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Nonecan be fully happy with ſo much 


Miſery hanging about him, and pref. 


oo, _ ea 
 Methinks therefore it ſhould be 
Joy to Holy Souls, to wait for, and 


_ expe ſach a day, when Sin and Sor- 


row ſhall be fully done away, and 
ſhall be known no more for ever. 
Secondly, 1 mult tell you, it does de- 
note 4 fruition of the moſt. felicitating 
Good, the beſt God that the Soul is ca- 
pable of ; the Bleſſed Ggd, that Sum- 
mum Bonum that the blind Heathens 
ſought after ſo long toſo little purpole. 

 Enſtachins in his Excellent Erhicks, 
and our other Maſters in Ezhicks, 
when they write of this, tell us; that 
Felicity or Bleſſedneſs is either .0hje- 
Hive or Formal. ObjeCtive Felicity 
denotes no more but God the Ob- 


jet, bur Formal Pelicity denotes 


more. © = 

_ Some kind of Union to, Commu- 
nion with, and Injoyment of this Felt 
Citating ObjeCt, and this is as it wers 
to be made one with it, 
They commonly place it in two 
things, give me leave to pur it in three 


or four: 'S { 3; 
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I. It. lyes in the Contemplation of ; 
this deliphiful Objett. PP 
2, Ina Delightful Love of it. d 
3. In a Participation or Enjoyment {; 
of it. | tl 
4. Ina Contertation in tt. tl 
When the Soul ſhall be let iato , 
this State, it will be a State of Pol-4, 
ſeffion and Fruition ; which, as farſe 
as I can underſtand, is imported iam 
theſe four Words: - = 
Firſt, Kydwledge or Contemplation xy} 
The People of God ſhall kzow him, 
tn another manner than now theyre 
do : It is called Seeing of God, and theg 
Beatifick Viſion : What ſenſible View$he 
God will give them to gratifie theing 
LG ; {+ 7Bodgly Eyes, when they are re-uni-yh 
| ted to their Souls, we cannot tell z Þ 
| tho” i® ſeems rational to think, all©;; 
our Powers { even the loweſt ofthem)zQr 
ſhall be. ſuitably employed ; but ityr 
will. be an z#nte//igzole or an jnrelleitw[ym 
al Viſion, a rational Diſcovery of theh[ 
Excellency of this God and bis Chriſh$p 
- gives Riſe.to this Happinels,p, 
1,;the Spirits, made perfett, Thallh | 
everlaſtingly *employ'd-. to view lic 
and 


a 
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of and. contemplate, with intenſe and 

. pleaſurable Applications of Mind. 1 
dare not herd with thoſe bold Pre- 

#t ſumers, that dare todetermine; whe- 
ther it be the Divine Eſſence that is 
thus view'd immediately, or ſome Cre- 

t0 zred Glory flowing from! it, ſufficient 

f{-ro fill and fatisfie the Soul ; much 

alleſs determine with them, the way and 

manner in which either is done; leſt 
by taking upon me to be wiſe above 

' what is revealed; I talk as foolifhly 

Nas they about theſe Matters, which 

ZYare above our Reach. We ſhall, as the 

A poſtle ſays, See him as he # 5 not in 3 Cor. 13+ 

v3the higheſt ſenſe of that Phraſe ; ia ,5,.... 

Min adequate; comprehending ' way, ' 

tywhich is abſolutely imcomparible to 

La Finite, tho” Glorify'd Nature. The 

allfreature muſt be God; or he can- 

1)zot ſo ſee him; it may be enougti 

Thr Modeſt Minds, guided by the ſure 

«Dat of plain Revelation, to ſay, it 

hehall be a. Glory that excelleth, as the 1Cor.z:15 

[tkpoſtle aſſures us, « far more exceed. impbani- 

S,bg and eternal weight of Glory : What ge 

Mn Heap of Emphaticat and Hyper- 17. 

wWpolical Words are amaſt together, £9 %4- 
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highly pleaſing. to. you ; hath it no 


to give but an Umbrage of ſo great a 
Bleſſedneſs, ſo bright a Glory ! an Ex- 
cellent Magnificent Glory, but it is yet 
to be revealed : It is nor, it cannot be 
fully revealed till enjoyed, we know 
not yer. what it or we {hall be ; but 
we ſhall be /;ke him, havea Bleſſed Re- 
ſemblance of him, ſhare in Joy with 
him, and who can wiſh for better 
than the Joy of his Lord, which he 
enjoys, and hath prepared for us to } 
enjoy ? that we ſhall exter into, tho' :* 
it cannot fully enter into us. Pau! £, 
that ſaw it, could not fully diſcover / | 
it ro ſuch Mortals as our ſelves. Ie 

Chriſtians, you that have had any |* 
of the. Views, Reliſhes and Fore-taſtes c 


. of Heaven in Ordinances, you can ww 


tell, that when your Hearts have - 
been drawing nigh to God, hum, | | 
bled and debaſed before him, lifted 
up,.to him, drawn out after him, 
you have receiv'd ſuch Notices 0 
the Goodneſs, Mercy and Kindneſs 0 
God to your Souls, that it hath beet 


no 
Gi 
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been a Grief to you, that you hav 
ſeen no more of it, that you ſo oy 
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tole. the the fight of it, thar you can- 
not keep up this delightful frame 
from Ordinance to Ordinance, where 

you deſire and delign to converſe 
with God ? This that is the Object | 
of the Beatifick Viſion, is that which _, 
when diſplayed upon the Soul, agree-/- 
ably to the Excellency of the Object 

and SubjeA, renders the _ Ivy 

that enjoys lt. 

Seconaly, It carries with it a:Dz- 
leffion or Love wo ſo amiable an Ob- 
fect, as the Bleſſed God and the Holy 
; Jeſus ; .( not to mention our Holy 

Friends ' there, ). which cannot [but 
\, leave delightful Reliſhes © upan. the 
y Holy Soul, and the more thou know- 

5 eſt of thy: God, the: more thou: :lov- 
G eſt him-; and if thou:complain-:of an 

Heart ftraitned in thy Love to God, 
if I will tell thee, that thy Faith:doth 

not deal well with thee, that it-does 
q 2ot- give thee plainer Views of this 
0 God ; for if thou didſt know him betr- 

ter, thou wouldft love him © better: 
" When thou: getteſt any. of this/in his 
g Ordinances, doſt- thou not find thy 

a Heart charmed with him? To ſet 
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9 ,mplacen- 
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his in a clearer Light, this Love S; 
( as Moraliſts ſpeak ) imports a Com: d( 
plaiſance of the Perſon loving, in w 


teis addi: the Beloved ; the Genuine Propertic li 
rations di» , 09 Effets of this Love: are reckon. ol 


leftum. 


iS 4 


ed to be, 
Object beloved : Every 


> i 
(1.) Afſſimulating of the L over to th W 
Lover feels i ez 
bent of Heart, to conform himſelf t, th 
the Mind and Pleaſure of his Be, tl 
loved. 'P 

2.) 4 Union of the Lover to th it 
hoon? Objeft, be it who or what. i Pl 
wif, Love formally taken, is a kin h 
of Union of the Lover with the Be Þ: 
loved, and cauſeth the Lover to de Ec 
ſire as much as may. be, to be on ti 
with the Beloved ; which cauſeth1 


feere Deſire: of i ts preſence wit. ar 


-03-) 4v Inheſion « or Adbefion of th Þ 
Lover in, or to the Relaved « It wil C 


.not be- parted from-1t without an un 


cafie Violence, he thinks of, thirſh al 


after, and'lays up his Heart with i it; 61 


ſo that the Lover's Heart dwells 'n V 


. the Beloved, ' is taken up there mort V 


than at Home : : According to 5 b 
"1 
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ove Saying which derives from the Wiſ- 
2m- dom of Plato, That this Soul is as it 
in were. dead to its own Body, and 
tics lives in another ; agreeable to that 
on. other Obſervation, It's more where 
' it loves* than where it lives. And 
th what is true of Love in General, is 
s z eaſily applicable to this Divine Love, 
f ti - —_— - _ : O_o w—__ all 
Be. that is lovely, is found by the Holy, 
Prepared Soal, in God, this beſt Good: 
th 1t cannot but love, and take Com- 
. 4 placency in him, delight to pleaſe 
in him, be moſt ſtriftly united to, and 
be be one with him, would not be part- 
Je ed from him ; and how great a Por- 
ni tion of Bleſledneſs doth this admini- 
11 fter to the Soul, chat hath in all chis 
it]. its Heart's Deſire ? Oh ! Fervent 
.. Lover ! it ſhall be as thou would't 
kj have it, in all this, and more thou 
11 canſt not wiſh. ; 
n Thirdly, Thereisalſo reſulting from 
( all this, 4 Participation of this Felt- 
t; citating ObjetF: For, Vifion is not 
in Without this Participation, to uſe the 


x; Words of an Excellent.Perſon, He that Mc. #wv 


, 


| C 4 <0, 


z beholds, partakes; what is roprofent- 20 Bleed 
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ed, is impreſſed : Thou doſt not only 
ſee ſomewhat of God now, and love. 
him a little now, but in doing fo, 
thoutanſt find, that there are ſome 
abiding Impreſſions of God upon thy 
Heart, ſome of his Divine LiReneſs 


renew'd upon thy Soul, and how 


much better will it be there, where 
thou ſhalt ſge him more clearly, and 
love him more fervently, and enjoy 
him more perfectly. Sin is the Diſ- 
caſe of the Soul, and it can never 
be recovered to any tolerable degree 
of Health, Eaſe or Comfort, ?*cill the 
Likeneſs of God is recoyer'd upon it ; 
Therefore, this is that which Ordi- 
nances are deſigned for here ; thou 
ſhouldſit attend Ordinances to' this 
Holy and Divine End, that thou 
may'ſt carry away Impreſſions upon 


thy Heart of a _ God-like Temper ' 


of Mind, a God-like Diſpoſition, to 
love'as God loves, and , = as God 
hates, and be 1n all thingslike minded 
waa. 


' Othisis that! that is the true End. 
. of them; but when thou dyeſt inthe; 
Lord, thou ſhalt have-ſuch. a Parti- 


# 


_ Cipation 
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' ſes from God, that ſhall clear thee 


| but to delight thy ſelf in the Lord 
thy God, and this ſhall be thy un+ 


- Separation from Evil, and Knowledge 
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cipation of God, ſuch Divine Impreſ: 


of all thoſe Infirmities and Diſcaſes 
that Sin hath infeAed thee with ; 
then thou ſhalt have nothing to do, 


wearied, endleſs Pleaſure. 

Well, Soul, is it not worth while 
to part with thy deareſt Luſts for 
this Chriſt ? ſeeing if thou wilt get 
into, and dye. in him, thou ſBalr be * 
admitted to ſhare with him in a fuller 
Participation of him, and receive the 
Benefits purchaſed by him : Remem- 
ber, thou canſt not be happy with-' 
out Participation of this Likeneſs 
and Love of God, but in this thou 
mayelt. YT 

As this Bleſſedneſs does import a 


of, Love to, Participation and Frui- 
tion of that which 1s called the Fe- 


licitating Good, the. beſt Good ; I 
did not ſay 'an adequate Good; for. 
that ſtrictly» taken,: does ſometimes 
denote,#that which does but juſt cor- 
reſpond to the "thing : -But O! ths 
Fane * '*  Happt 
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Happineſs, the Bleſſedneſs of the Soul | 


that is intereſted 1a this God, and 


\ 


this Chriſt: There ſhall be more 


than he can receive, more than e-. 


nough for him ; a fulneſs for all the 
reſt of the Heavenly Society. 
Fourthly, The laſt thing I -ſhall 
mention, as Conſequent upon, and 
perhaps Conſtitutive of this Blefled- 


| nels, 1s a full Contentation, 4 Comple- 


ential Repoſe of Soul in the Delights, 
which ariſe from all this to a Holy 
Soul. 


My Friends, when the Soul hath 


.a View of God, of his ark, Pu- 
rity and Goodneſs, that doth enamour 
At, that-doth-draw out and enlarge 


the AﬀeQtions towards him ; when - 
| this Soul is grown up hereby unto 


a reſemblance of God, and perfe&ed 
Participation of him, can it chooſe 
but have Reſt and Repole in him. 
The School-men are puzzled for a 
Notion of this Reſt ; this. ſatisfy; 
Repoſe (as I underſtand it here 


_ Thiey Gan pet no higher than an Ac- 


quieſcence, or Reſting of the” Appe- 
- nite 1 the 2 tele thing, and art 
Þ.- | 2 
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oul a pleaſednels in its Portion, that it 
1nd will look no where elle for another, 
ore a better. O my Friends, che Blefſed- 
e-_ neſs of this ſtate which our Lord 
the is gone to prepare for us, and which 
they ' are received into that dye in 
all him, hath all this, and a great 
nd deal more than this, that might I 
2d} be expreſſed ; and yet at laſt ' our 
la higheſt Expreſſions, nay, our moſt 
ts, Tetined Conceptions are- at a. loſs 
ay in this : Paul that was there, was 
not able to utter what this Bleſſed- 
th neſs was, which ſome tranſlate nor 
Uu- fit, not lawful to be .fpoken ; and Cor. 32. 
ur others not poſſible to be ſpoken & 
78 to us, in our imperfeQt tate; it 
n 
0 
d 
E 


doth not appear yet what we ſhall 
be, ( NO, not to inſpired Men ) but 
we ſhall be .like him, reſembling 
God and Chriſt in their imitable 
PerfeCtions. | 
2 Wicked Men are ſo Fooliſh, that 
though they walk after the Inclina- 
tions of their own Hearts, they think 
they may go well enough to Hea- 
ven : but it 1s far otherwiſe : If theſe 
Men were- not Fools to themſelves, 
: BS they 
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they would think it ſo ; but it is other- © 
_ wiſe, Philoſophically ſpeaking, ſince: 
| there is no proper ſuitablenels between | 
| the Faculty and Objeat, which can , 
' only yield Plealure between God and ; 
Men, and ſo there is no Capacity «in , 
them for this Blefſedneſs: : 

Though I have ſpoken to the Name 
and Thing, which we call Bleſſedze/s, : 
as it does connote an Abolition of _ 
all Evil, Natural and Moral, and of 
that ſatisfying Repoſe or Felicity in 
its ſeveral Ingredients, which either 
conſtitute or ( at leaſt ) reſult from 
the Fruition of this Blefſedneſs. 

2. Let us a little con{ider the Deter- 
minatiouor Limitation of it ; the Word 
we tranſlate From henceforth, from 
the different Poſicion of it th various 
Copies, hath cauſed a conſiderable Va- 
Tlation' in the Sence. Thoſe that 
make it the laſt Word of the firſt 
Clauſe, (with our own Tranſlation ) 
Bleſſed are the Dead that dye in the 
Lord, from henceforth, would have 
them Bleſſed from the Time and Sea- 
ſon of their Death. 
| Others, that make it the firſt _ 
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> 5 of the next Clauſe, From henceforth 
that they may reſt from their Labours, 
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and their Works follow them, would C 
have them bleſſed from the Suffer- 

ings they endured : The Traceing 

this in all its Niceties, is not to be 

entred upon before this Aſſembly, 

and it would fignifie little, if I may 

bring it ( which way ſoever taken) to 

much the ſame Sence. 

The Word Henceforth, may refer 
to the Calamities and Perſecutions un- 
der which they were; or it may re- 
late to the Death of thoſe that aye in 
the Lord ; and why not to both? and 
if it were -reckoned to the latter, 
it will ſtill (I conceive) come to 
the ſame thing, That they may ceaſe 

rom their Labours, and their Works do 
follow them from henceforth; from the 
time of their Departure that are 1n 
Jeſus, ( not to exclude the other ) they 
are bleſſed in him : Next, that they 
are ſo bleſſed, the Spirit of God hath 
iven two Evidences, which I left 
or Reaſons of the Propoſition ; they 
are bleſſed, and cannot but be bleſſed, 


when they dye in Jelus. For, 
| Firſt, 
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Firſt, They Ceaſe from their Labours : ' 
The Tranſlation ſeems perplext, That 
they may reſt from their Labours, and 
their Works do follow vhem : Ir looks 
not at firſt view very like a Reaſon. 

But if we may take the Greek Pat- 
ticle in the Text, which we Tran- 
ſlate, That they may, for a Conjuntti- 
on Cauſal, ( as Grammarians and 
Lexographers allow us to do in other 
Caſes ) and Tranſlate it Becau/e, both 
Clauſes run ſmooth; as Reaſons of 
the DoQrine ; They are bleſſed; be- 
cauſe they do or may reſt, and becauſe 
their Works do*follow them. 

. Man. that #s born of « Woman « of 
very [bort Continuance, of few days, and 
fall of trouble : They often have figh- 
ing, ſobbing Hearts, grieved Souls, 
this is a ſighing, ſobbing, trouBleſome 
World, and they have it from with« 
in, from rebelling Paſſions, they feel .. 
it is Labour and Sorrow to grapple 
with theſe : What from Afflictions, 
and what from Sin, - it's all Labour 
and Sorrow : Now for a Man that 
is deeply: afflicted by theſe Calami- 
ties, whether of Sin or Afflitions, 
it's 
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rs; It's a comfortable thing for the weary 
hat to be at Reſt. 
nd Come Souls, take Courage, re- 
ks member that though you walk with 
. many a ſorrowful Heart after your 
it- Lord, groaning under an Evil Na- 
n- ture of your own, and the Evil In- 
Fj. fluence it hath upon you, your De- 
iq votions to God, and Converſation 
ex With Men, yet you ſhall be bleſſed ; 
h When you dye in the Lord, all this 
of ſhall be done away af once. | 
> Secondly, Their Works do follow A%s 10. 4 
& them: ( Indeed they go alſo Before 

them ) but I ſay their Works do fol- 
4 low them; not barely to be their Con- 
4 tinued Imployment there, though that 
may be true ; the Change of their 
Place will make but a Gradual 
Change of the moſt Noble Part of 
their Imployment here ; they ſhall 
Love and Praiſe God there, as they did 
= Here; but at a more Eafie, Elevated 
Rate : They muſt needs be bleſſed up- 
on. that account, the Nature of this 
Bleſſedneſs ( as far as we can pry in- 
to it ) tells you, that they cannot but 


be. happy Men that ſee, that love, 
and 
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and enjoy God, and riſe to ſuch x N 
ſatisfaction of Mind therein, that c: 
they want no more than what they C 
have ; they drink of ſuch Rivers ol. 
Pleaſure; that they are fatisfied with x 
=—_ _ ul 
There is ſomewhat Empharical in © 
the Text, Their Works do follow them; t) 
their Works ſhall follow with them, {: 
as the Original is more ſtrialy ren-.0 
dred. A Metaphor taken from People p 
that are crouding in at ſome Nar- n 
row Paſſage, they that are coming t 
atter preſs and croud in with them, N 
there is a kind of Struggle among 0d 
them. — TS 
O the Works of Humanity, Cha--\ 
rity and Piety, which they have ex- ! 
erciſed themſelves in, ſhall follow 7 
them, they ſhall croud in with them :. 
Neither bring I it ſo low as the | 
Learned Grotizs does, that their Good © 
Works ; ( Nay add the Influences * 
they ſhall have on others ) ſhall fol-; 
low them, be notify*d ro them, with, , 
Sweetneſs and Joy in the RefleQtion . 
upon them : I ſay, though . this. be 
rrue, it is not all, becauſe I find Holyt 
| ell: 
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1 1 Men ſhall have a Recompence ac- 
hat cording to what they have done : 
ey Chriſt hath told us, He that giverh 
; Of. a Cup of cold W, ater in his Name, ſball 
ith zo loſe his Reward : O holy Soul, I 
tell thee to thy Comfort, that many 
lin of thoſg Wosks of Piety and Charti- 
2; ty that have made thee to abhor thy 
m, ſelf, for the Meanneſs and ImperfeQt:- 
2n-.00 of them, where the allowed Hy- 
ple pocryſie of thy Heart ſpoiled thern 
ar--not, theſe ſhall be ſet in an accep- 
ng table View : And therefore, that Sou! 
m, mult needs be bleſſed, that hath been 
ng doing and getting Good in this im- 
+ Perfect ſtage, and now ſhall be crown'd 
14-- with a Recompence according to what. 
x. 1t hath done, tho? not for it, in a Me - 
»w Titorious Sence, | 

1:. And then ſhall you diſcern the dit- 
he ference between him that is righte- 
od. ous, and him that is wicked ; him 
es that. ſerves God, and him that ſerves 
1. : bim nor. 

th And thus mach for Explication ; 
»n To ſhow what it is to Dye in- the 
be Lord, for him, or intereſted in him, 
ly; what you are ro underſtand by Ble/- 
en | DJ, [ea, 


| 


” ſea, both as to Name and Thing ; anc 
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for Confirmation, ihewing what Rea © 
ſons and Evideocas there are in th © 
Text, that ſuch {hall be ſo bleſſed, ant S 


muſt needs be ſo, Time calls 'me to i 
Application. 


Is it ſo, my Friends ?*( Came, Sti or 


up your Thoughts a little ) Is ir ſo: 
that They are bleſſed, that aye in th, 
Lord ? That the dead, that dye zz th 
Lord, as well as thoſe that dye fixs 
zhe Lord, are bleſſed from henceforth 


Bleſſed in the Removal of all Evi: 


in the Enjoyment of all ſuch Good 
: Felicitating Good, ſuch a Good in ſudB* 
a manner that is beyond Expreſſion. 


beyond Conception, and full of Glory ; 


15 this that which belongs to ever, 
one that dyes in Jeſus, that they rel 
from their Labours, and their Work 


for 


do follow them 2 How Eaſlie and Nig 


tural would the Application of it'b 
ro our Deceaſed Friend ; a Perſon(? 
thar Excellent Spirit, one that Wi, 
ſo carly in Chriſt, a young Diſcipl?” 
'one that walked ſo clolely with Chriſl, 
io the Courſe of a Ufeful and Well 


ordered Converiation ; ; one that dr 
cri 


he 


—_— 


- 
— Pen 
-- pm 
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2; drive on Deſigns. for, live to' him, 


Rea 2s well as in and upor' him ; and 
tþ, ©ne that rook fo much care, with. ſo 
go0d Effect, to clear up her Eviden- 
th Ces and Title to him, in whom. ſhe 
"lived, and in whom ſhe hoped to dye? 
, Bur how Natural and Eafie ſoever 
- | .his - mighr be, I mult reſtrain my 
,felt wholly 1n it, fince if I ſhould ſpeak 
,bur what I know, I ſhould militate 
againſt the ſerrled Opinion of the 
wn others, againſt Elegies and Funerat 
vl | | 
yEnacomiums, as things thar ſeldom do 
. 4K00d, but "often harm 5 and againſt 
"The Deſires and eſpecial Directions 
of the Living, ( which I have a juſt 
1) Deference f&r ) who know her Works 
Txaiſe her in the Gates, and know 
he's above our* Praiſes ; and allo in 
yJome Degrees againſt my own Sen- 
*Fiments and Ordinary Practice, - as 
ou know 3; and therefore being here- 
13n reſtrained lets try if we can make 
Any other Improvement of it ; if nor 
20 the Honour of the Dead, yet: to 
af he Advantage of the Living, * _ 
" And pray let not any of you rhaſ 
ah : D 2 fan 


I 


< | 
Dead, declared to me, and often to | 


—_— 
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ſtand ſo uneafily here, have cauſe to. 
ſay when you go away, Well, I have | 
got .no good: by this Providence, by, » 
this. Sermon : - I have heard the Fu. 
neral Sermon of a very Uletul Per- 
ſon, a good Woman, who lived deli- 
red, and dyed greatly lamented, but 
I am never the better for it. 
Eknoww here is one thing wanting, J 
that we cannot have in our Aſem- % 
blies, that is very aficCting to many, , 
the ſight of the Decealed's Hearſe ; 
and that we do not follow them to ,; 
the Grave, and ſee them laid in the x 
filent Duſt, and left there ; which of- 
ten begets .very ſerious Thoughts, 
how certainly we muſt ſhortly fol- v} 
low after them, and be uſed as they, © 
are uſed. q 'G 
And tho? theſe Tifoughts wear off! ;, 
too: ſoon with the moſt, yer they: 
have ſome Influence for the time, th 
and give the Word deeper *Imprefli-! jg 
ons on the Hearts of. Careleſs Pro-| yy 
feſſors. 
However, under all the Diſadvan-| þ, 
tafes we labour, "let you and I joyn;! m; 
4 rs do our Parts to make ſome good! 4, 
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| uſe of chis Uſeful Doctrine, and this 
! Doleful Providence. : 


Fir/t, By way of Infarmatits. 

Secondly, By way of Exhortation. 

Thiraly, By way of Conſolation : 
As Time will permit. ; 

Firſt, Then is it ſo, that They who 
dye in the Lord are bleſſed, do reſt from 
their Labours, and bave their Works 
thus following of them ? 

Firſt, .See here a High Demonſtra- 
tion of the Divine Good-will to ſuch 
Souls : It was an amazing Kindnels, 
God ſhould employ his infinite Wiſ- 
dom, in Contriving a way to raiſe 
up fallen Man to himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, ro fir and ſucceed Means of 


; Grage to bring them 1ato Chriſt, 


to make them meet for his Bleiſed- 
neſs: Oh ! but what was it to admit 
them into ir, fully and fatKfyingly 


' to poſſeſs them of*it ?.. and that too 
'' when Death had done its .worſt ! 


What, Dye and yet be Bleſſed ! this 


| had nggd be told from Heaven, that it 
' might gain Credit ; Whar 
| their Labours, and receive 
If of their imperfe? Works ! who can- 


o Reſt from . 


D 3 not 


ecompence , 


A Funeral Sermon. 


. not read Matchleſs Love 1n all this ?! 
and wiſo that lays it to Heart, can! 
chooſe but» adore it, *and ſtudy to. 
make, Rerurns for jt ? Canſt thou re- 
pent of any thing thou haſt done and, 
Tuffered for him, that hath ſo loved 
thee? Canſt thou think any thing roo, 
hard, roo Self-denying he puts: thee 
upon, who will treat thee thus ? Some 
of thy "Work 1s ' now thy Wages, but 
who can tell what thy Reward ſhall 
be, when fully poſſeſt ? Oh ! the Kind: 
neſs this ſprings from ! Oh what man- 
ner of Love is this | Labour to love' 
as thou art loved. - on 0 
' Secondly, See here a Demonſtration 
of the Wiſdom of theſe Holy 'Souls tha 
 Yive in Chriſt, that live to him, «that 
they may dye in him, and be bleſſed b 
him : Leg the fooliſh World, that makes 
light of Chriſt, that prefers preſent 
periſhing Triftes to a Saving Union 
to him, and Intereſt in him, put the 
Brand of Fools and Fanaticks upon 
them, for making ſo much 'gdoe 2: 
bout thelg. Matters, ' yet theſe Men 
- Thall ſhortly ſee and fay, your way 
was not your Folly, but Wiſdom was 
@ a. AY 2 WF bon. © E420 n-? Wit 


1440 ot fr no jr a A a> aA wu 
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| wick yu, tho? they themlelves had 


played the Fool, and ſhall have Cauſe 
and Leiſure to tear and torment them- 


ſelves for ever, for this their Folly ; 


Nay, Madneſs of.Folly, in neglefting 
this Bleſſedneſs, and abandoning the 
way to it. Lift up thy Head, O thou 


; Revild Soul, that which+ theſe Men 


call thy Folly, ſhall be found by God 
and Men, ' by bad as well as good Men, 
to be thy trueſt Wiſdom; that on 
which thou mayeſt juſtly value thy 
ſelf, under all the Contempt they 
pour upon thee. Abide by thy Wil 


| dom, tho? Fools call it Folly ; better 
| becalled a Fool, than be one, to avoid 


being ſo called. 
Thirdly, See hence, How little Rea- 


| fon Souls in Chriſt have to be fond of 


Life, or afraid of Death : What, fond 


of Labour and-Sorrow ! What, afiaid , : 


of Reſt and Bleſſednefs ! your Caſe, * 


; Chriſtians, is for like thar of other 
| Men, whilſt you live and are preleat 


in che Body, you are abſent from the 


+ Lord, from the Joys of your Lord ; 


when you dye in the Lord, you en- 


| bac upon this Bleſſedneſs : Tho? this 


D 4 Portal 


” 
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"Portal be dark and cemionable 'S 


1s an Inlet to this Tranſcendent Glory 
to us, and to our Dear Friends that 


dye in Jeſus. 


Fourthly, See henge, What little rea. 


fon we have to lament immoaerately, for 


our Deceaſed Godly ' Friends that aje 


before us : What, becaule they -are, 


blefled before us |! 


Fifthly, Learn hence, How Holineſs: 


becomes fo abſolutely neceſſary to this Bleſ- 


ſednefs : It's that without which it. 
cannot be enjoyed. You have heard 


wherein this Bleſſedneſs Iyes, what 


Ingredients it hach in it ; that it in-, 
. Eludes the Perfection of our Natures, 
and Satisfaction thereof. Bleſledneſs: 
1s but perfeCted Holineſs. Now, how 


impoſſible is it, that Holineſs ſhould 
be perfeted in Heaven, that was ne- 
ver begun-on Earth ? whea this is 
the State we are to be made 'meect 


for : So that _a Hearf conformed to 
\, God, is in the Nature of the Thing, | 
| | "ms -well as by the Pleaſure of God, 


j abſolutely neceſſary to a Felicizating | 
| Rn of God. 


 Wrkod Men hope God will favs 
theory | 


* 


— em 
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them in their Sins, take them to 
Heaven 1n their unſanCtified State and 
Temper of Soul ; which 1s. not only 


| repugnant to the Nature and Word 
.. of God, ( as it were alle to evidence } 
\ but to the Nature. of that Happy, 


becauſe Haly State ; for what Philo- 


| ſophy can ſhew you, true Pleaſure 


and Bleſtedneſs can be obtained with- 


; out a proper ſuitableneſs bf the Fa- 


culty to the Objea, and Exerciſe of 
the Heavenly State. : A Holy Na- 
ture is neceſſary to the' Enjoyment 
of a Holy God. How often have you 
heard, that if it could .be ſuppoſed, 
that a Carnal Animal, UnſanCttify'd 
Wretch, void of a Divine Nature and 
God-like Temper, cquld enter into 
Heaven, ( where we are aseſure as 
God can make us, no ſuch Wretch 
can come) he would find nothipg 
there that would make him Happy, 
no Objets would be found there, 


| ſuitable to his Fleſhly- Appetites to 


feed upon, and no Holy Appetites 
in him, to reliſh the pure Pleaſures / 
of that Happy, becauſe Holy Stare. 
Oh! if Sinners could but ſenſe _ 

cans 


in Scripture, and to Reaſon it elf, 
( 25 depraved as it is) ſurely they 
would bethink themſelves, pray for, 


and endeavour in the uſe of all God's. 


appointed Means, to be pages of 
a Divine Nature, qualifying for Glory. 


Sinner, let me tell thee, ?cill thy Na- 


ture and Temper, the Difpolition 
and Conſtitution of thy Soul be turn-- 
ed towards God and Holineſs, to love 
and hate as God doth, thou mayeſt 
dream of Heaven as thine, bur it 


will prove but a Dream. If thou live - 


and dye ſhort of real' Holineſs in thy 


Heart and Life,' thou mult lye down | 


in Everlaſting Sorrow, ſhort of true 
Happineſs. . 
 Wellathen, Sinner, go home, and 
take this with thee to thy retiring 
Place ; and ſeriouſly conſider, how 
frivolous all thy Pretenſions are for 
Bleſſedneſs, whilſt thou art ſhort of 
this real Holineſs, without which 
thou art abſolutely uncapable of it. 
Secondly, For Exhortation : Is it ſo, 


that they who aye in the Lord are Bleſ= 
ſed? Oh ! ſecure to your ſelves a Share | 


that is ſo true in it ſelf, ſo evident. 
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in this Bleſſedzeſs. In Order to which, 


ask your own Hearts, whether this be 
like to be your Caſe ? Ler me Begg 
of you, to deal Faithfully -with your 
own Souls, in' a Matter of this Im- 


POTtance. » 


' There is a Bleſſedneſs which Eye 
has not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
it entred into the Heart of Man to come 
ceive adequately of. Have I an Inte- 
reſt, have I a Share in ft ? Will it be 
mine art laſt ? The Time will come, 


' will ſhortly come, 1t may ſuddenty 


come, that I muſt Dye : Am I in 
Jeſus ? Shalt I Dye in Jeſus ? Have 
I that Holineſs that is Neceſſary to | 
render me Meet for this: Bleſſedneſs ? 
Oh ! Chriſtians, w6uld you put theſe 
Queſtion in good Earneſt to your own 
Conſciences, #and take a Deliberate 
Anſwer, {ome of you-might go home 
with other Thoughts than you brought 
hither. 'Do we ſee the Seats of our 
deceaſed Friends emptyed from day 


to day? Will our Places ſhortly 'be 
«Vacant as theirs are ? Muſt I Dye 


alſo ? and if I Dye in the Caſe T am 
in, ſaall I Dye 1a the Lord ? __ I 
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Reſt, *cill Conſcience well informed, 
and well awakened, can furniſh thee 
with a Satisfying Anſwer, that when 
thou dyeſt ( tho! in the State thou 
art 13) thou dyeſft in the Lord, and 
ſhalt be Bleſſed in the Eternal Enjoy- 
ment of him. | 

» Secondly, As ever thou wouldeſt be 
 Blefſed by Dying in. the Lord, Get 


into him, United to him, Intereſted 
-1n him, as thy Lord and Saviour : This | 
I told you was ſuppoſed ; There is a 4 
Bleſledneſs belongs to them that Dye 


in the Lord, but none ean ſhire in 


it, but ſuch as are ig him, United ' 


to him. Sinner, art thou willing to 
be inthe Lord, iff order to a Safe. and 
Comfortable Dying i» him, and ſha- 


ring in iq this Bleſſedngſs with him ? * 


Oh that it were ſo ! Oh that thou 
wert willing, heartily willing ! for 
then the Hardeſt of the Work were 
over. Qur Deareſt Lord hath done 


bispart, he bath ſatisfied Juſtice and | 
Merited Mercy, * ſtands willing to, | 


Eatertain thee ; Nay, Courts and $Sq- 


"be Bleſſed ? And give thy Soul no 


licits thy Cotnpliance with him : I | 
PU | know | 
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| know bur three things ( and all high- 


ly reaſonable in themſelves) that are * 
abſolutely Neceſſary to thy being in 
the Loid, without which thou canſt 
not Dye in him, and be Bleffed with 
him : Let theſe be done, and this 


Aﬀair 1s well Secured. 


Firſt, Giye Credit and Aſſent to all 


« that the Scriptures ſay of Ghriſt, Be- ags +; 


lieving all things that are ſaid in the 14 
Law and the Prophets : For theſe are 


' they thag Te/tife of him. And as 


Faith Unites the Soul to Chriſt, fo 
this is the firſt Work of Faith, the 
Foundation of ,all the Reſt : But this 
muſt be an Energetical,” Operative and 


- Influential Aﬀent to all che Diſcove- 
ries made of Chriſt. | 


| Here is a Goſpel that brings goed 
Tydings of him, and thou ſayeſt thou 
believeſt it, but I am ( notwighſtand- 


: ing all my Charity ) verily afraid with 


very many that ſay ſo, if is not ſo ;; 
for they do not carry, it as if they 
did believe it : Did' they believe it, 


; they would not dare to live fo op- 


polite to it, to the holy Ends of it ; 
therefore reſt not in a naked Aﬀent 
- YT hereto 


, 
ow "0 


a 
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» hereto, but bring thy Heart there. 
—_ | | 
"a To give a Cordial Conſent 
ro the Terms propoſed by him: Thy, 
Aﬀent,- which is an A of the Intel. | 
lect, or rather of the Soul, as know- 
ing the Truth and Goodneſs of Go- 
ſpel Propoſals, muſt be accompanied- 
or followed with an unfeigned Con-' 


' ſent to the Terms on which he is 


offered to be thine ; this Act of Faith 
is called Receiving of Chriſt As many | 
as gecerved him ;, that is, believed on 
his Name : When I receive him as 
God otters him, and to the Ends and 
Purpoſes for which he offers him, to 
do that for me which God hath ap- 
pointed him, and which he hath un- | 
derraken to do forme in-the-Goſpel, 

to be a ,Prixce (and Ruler) as well 

as a SToiour, to give Repentance, as | 


Adts 5.31. well as Remiſſion of Sin, to bleſs me 


dn turning me from my fins. Is not 
this a Controverlie between thee and | 
thy Chriſt ? Sinner,” it hath been a 
Cauſe of parting betweeen him and | 
many a Soul, and 1s like to be o ' 
to Many more ; TI0G haſt the more | 
Reaſor | 


, K = 
” : n a 
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| Reaſon tg look diligently to _ that 
| it be not thy Caſe: It is a common 


Caſe, and a dangerous one ;' ſee wo * 


' 1t, it be not thine own. If thou name.. 


the Name of Chriſt in reality, art in- 
deed a Chriſtian, more than in Shew 
orLwvery, thou "muſt, thou wilt de- 


part from Iniquity, not only leave it 


.' 1n AﬀeQtion and Converſation, but 


fight on Chriſt's ſide againſt it, as 16. 
that Word ſignifies. 

This wif, this mufT reach to thy 
Conſtitution- Sin, thy Calling-Sin, 
( which perhaps rhou thinkeſt Y/ thou 
liveft by);. thy Darling Sin, that is,, 
Peccatum in delicijs. One Reſerva- 
tion, one "Exception from Chriſt's 
Terms, will” not be bornf -by him : If 
chou diſpence with thy” ſelf in any 
allowed way of known Iniquity, he 
will not difpence with thee, and 
ſuch one Leak will ſink thy Veſſel. He. 
will not, I had almoſt ſaid he can- 
not, indalge thee in one of thele : 
He will fave thee from thy ſins, not 
ingthem, how vainly ſoever thou flat-. 
tereſt thy ſelf in the Matter » He 1s 


the Author of Eternal Salvation, Wt Heb, 5. s. 


iS 


CO 
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to none but thoſe that obey him, in 
whatſoever he Commands : Yea, even 

hen he Calls them 7o cur off a right 
Mat. 5.30. y 


Ch. 18. 8.:; 


and, pluck out a right eye ; to morti-| 
ne fins that are as pleaſurable, and! 


to give Countenance- to any thing 

croſs to this, and TI think ( with Sub- 

_ miffion) it is the Tranſlation, not 

: $8 5* the Original, which affords the Um- 


brage tO it : Where Naahhan ( taken 
to be a true Convert ) ſeems to as, 


tranſlated, The Lord pafdon thy Ser- 


' 4 Converſi- 
Vim. 


the Original, and the Rules of the 
Accents ( ſome ſay ) do warrant, ( tho' 
nor fit matter for ſuch a Difcourſe 


begging Pardon for » what he had 
done,, not begging an Indulgence to 


as uſeful as theſe. I know but one! 


Place in the whole Bible, thar ſeems| 
| 


and* have a Grant, to continue his! 
Honourable and Gainful Poſt, Bow-| 
zng down in the Idolatrous Worſhip, 
in the Houſe of Rimmon. Had it been | 


vant, when IT have bowed down in} 
the Houſe of Rimmoz, as the Rules | 
abour the Converſlive Particle in; 


86 0n in his Idolatry, which ſeems 
aNEOtRt- 


« 
; 
< 
| 


1 
| 
| 
| 


: 
x 
£ 


L 


Ch 
0 
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as this) he had been brought in| 
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in} inconſiſtent with his Sinceritys and 
7en| the ſame would be inconſiſtent with 
2ht| thine: And when this is truly done, 
Tt} thou muſt further add, 

nd} Thirdly, 4 firm Afﬀiance in, aid Re- 
ne! cymbence 0 him ; Thou mult reſt up- 
ms| on him, and him alone, for all he 
ag! hath undertaken tro do for thee : 
b-! This in Scripture Language 1s called 
Ot} Staying on hing and truſtins in him. 
n-} This is a ſpecial Exerciſe of Faith. 
n; Paul truſted him, committed his all 
7 to him. Truſt to him for Grace, all 
is] kind of Grace, for Juſtication, San- 
--| Clification, yea, and Erernal Salvati- 
3, | on: Look unto him, and Lean upon 
na! him, as one that hath ſatisfied Di- 
-| vine Juſtice for thee, merired that Di- 
1} vine Grace thar is ſutficient for thee : 
5 | Expect all from him, and from none 
| 


but him, who is all to thee : Truft 
not to thy Duties, nor thy Graces, 
for any thiog, Chriſt hath underta- 
ken to do for thee : Neither trulſf to 
| Chriſt to repent, believe; and obey the 
| Goſpel for thee, becauſe he requires 
this of thee ; tho? he affords' the help 
0: his Grace to thee; withour whicti 

E thou 


Ifa. 36+ 7, 4 
b P 
2 Tim. r . / 


EZ 


1 Tim. 15 
5, 


_ 
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thoy canit not, thou wilt not < 
It. 
Well, Sirs, will you ſee this be 


done, that you may get into the Lord, 
in Order to dying 1in him, and be 
ing bleſſed with him ? Nothing ſhort 
of this will do it: Oh ! live not ſhort 
of this. Nay, let me beg of you this 
further; 


4. That you would { when thus got| 


into him) Abide in Jeſus, dwell in 
him, cleave unalterably to him, ne- 
ver think of quitting him : Whither 
canſt thou go ? Is there Salvation 1n 


any other ? Canſt thou have Salva-| 
tion by him, 'in any other way ? on} 
any other Terms? As you have ye-| 
ceived Chriſt Jeſus the Lora, ſo walk) 


im. 
Ler him be the Principle, P attery, 


173 


and Exd of all; when the Fleſh and} 


the World court thee, to turn aſide 
From bim, when Satan puts 1n to 
-}fer better things to thee, ( for he 
will promiſe thee fair, as he did thy 
Lord ) ſay, No, I fee my need of him, 
my loſt Eſtare without him, I cq- 


got be better, I am for my dear Lord, | 


he 


__— 


hs hd 
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he hath Dominion over me, and he 
ſhall have it: I have been, am, and 
will be govern'd by him, that I may 
be ſaved by him ; I will follow him 
fully, I will follow him whitherſoe- 
yer he goes; I will do any thing, 
ſuffer any thing, rather than forſake 
him; I will never leave him, nor ' 
forſake his Ways, nor reject his, 
Terms, his Righteous, his Reaſo- 
nable Terms. ' 

Fifthly, Above and beſides all this, 
Pray labour to get Eviderc: and Af- 
ſurance of all this, that you: are got 


into him, that you abide in him, 
-j dwell in him, and walk in him, and 


ſo ſhall dye in him, and be blcfled 
by him. 
There rs a Bleſſedneſs ſome {hall 


ſhare in, they have a good Title to 


itnow, and ſhall ſhorily have poſleſ: 

fion of it ; Can you produce a good 
Title to a ſhare in it ? Sirs, Do I 
ſpeak all this ro you, as to Perſons un; 
concerned about this Matter ? Whar, 
will you not purchaſe a Farm or Houſe, 


. without looking into the Title, to ſee 


it be indefeaſable ? And will you when 
E 2 -_ any 
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ny Doubts ariſe, review and clear| 


the Title toit? Will you in {ach 
a Caſe fit down, without ſearching 
into the Matter, and ſay, I hope well! 
Where is there a Fool of this Size 
ro be found in City or Country? And] 
is a Title to Bleliedneſs and Unſpeak- | 
able Glory, the only thing that 1s] 


not worth Minding? thy Clearing! 
vp ? What, haſt thou no Evidences| 


for Heaven ? no Scripture Grounds 


{for thy Hope of a Future Bleſſedneſs ?} 


and wilt thou be at-no Pains to get} 


any, "ill Sickneſs, Old Age, and Death} 


overtake thee ? Wilt thou not get them, 


Fill rhou haſt ſuch Occaſion to uſe! 


them ? Alas ! Chriſtians, this is the} 


Common Folly, how many that hear} 


{uch Things from us, with, little re-| 
card in times of Health, cry out to 
us on their ſick and dying Beds, | 
when indiſpoſed and diſabled by Sick-| 
neſs and Pains of Body, and Anguiſh 
of Mind, for ſuch folemn and impor- 


tor cleared Evidences for Heaven ? 
and have them to ſeek when they 
(ſhould ule them. This was not the 
way 


——_—__ 
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way of this Holy Woman, our De- 


cealed Friend : She has, I know, ( du- 
ring my Acquaintance. with her ) ex- 
erciſed ber {elf in finding out, and lay- 
ing up Marks and Evidences of he: Ho- 


| ly and Happy State: I have heard 
| her mention, with a peculiar Thank- 
| fulneſs, the Labours of thoſe Mini- 
| fters that have been helpful to her 
in ir; and let me tell you, that you. 


and I have +-( to ſpeak modeſtly ) as 
much need to do it as ſÞe had. It 
thou think*ſt fo, it were ealie ro put 
thee in a way to do it, whilft thou 
haſt Health and Strength of Body, 
and Compoſure of Mind, ro attend to 


It with Application of Soul, for now 


is the Time, 1t indeed thou wouldeit 
have it done, cftcQually done ; and 
becauſe the Time will not give me 
leave tro ſet down ſuch Marks, as 
as thou mayelt depend upon in par- 
ticular, Let me pray thee to reflec}, 
back upon what I have faid, by way 
of Exhortation ; and ask thy Conict- 
cnce, if thou have thus received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ? art thou uni- 
ted to him? art thou thus in bums 
RY Oy Oy: VE o 
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doſt thou thus walk in him, and live 
to him? And hear what a wakefal 
and well enlightned Conſcience will 
give thee in Anſwer, and judge of thy 
Caſe accordingly : Or, ( becauſe it is 
{o much better done by better Hands ) 
read over the Marks of Grace and 
Sincerity,as thou findeſt them ſet down 
to thy Hand in Practical Books, for 
the Examination of the Truth of 


Grace, and mark what falls from the | 


Pulpit on that Deſiga, put them in 
Writing under Two Heads. 


:. Put down ſuch as Conſcience | 
is cleareſt in, and look ofc upon them, | 
that thou mayeſt keep them clear, | 


and avoid all that clouds them. _ 
2. Inanother Place, Put down ſuch 


Marks as are plain Scripture-Marks, | 


but not ſo legible to thee, by reaſon 
of ſome prevailing Diſeaſe of Soul 
that gets Entertainment there, and 
ſo renders thy ſincerity in Grace ſa- 
ſpeed by thee now, and will do it 
more 1n a fick and dying Hour ; for 
Conſcience will then ſpeak out, and 
' will be heard at another rate than 
now thou heareſt it : View _ 

re- 
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| Duty and Service thou ſ{tickeſt moſt 
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moſt indulgent to, that gives cauſe 


Particulars, I muſt leave that to 


| fay to thine own Soul, this is a Mart- 
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frequently, lay them on thy Table 
for that purpoſe, or carry them a- 
bout thee, that (at leiſure times ) 
thou may'ſt be working thy Heart 
up to them, and plying the Throne 
of Grace for ability to do it, and for 
the Witneſs of the Spirit that thou 
haſt done it. . 
Find out what S1n it 1s thou art 


of Fear it is in Dominion, and what 


at ; and daily urge. thy Heart to 
keep the greateſt diſtance from the 
one, and to ſet preſently about the 
other. But I may not enlarge on 


you. | 
* Well, Friend, go Home then, and 


ter of great Concernment, of Self- 
concernment z I have beſtowed many 
an Hour on that which is of leſſer 
Momenr, of more remote Concern- 
ment, I have left this at great Uncer- 
tainttes a great while, but I will now 
bring it to Iſſue, that I may know 
where Death will land me, in this 

| Hap- 


—_— 
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Happinefs or chat Milery : And do 
nor ſatisfie your ſelves, with any 
Evidence of your Grace, or Title to 
Glory, but what will abide the Teſt 
at Death and Judgment ; go by true 
Meaſures, rightly applyed, that thou 
deceive not thy ſelf in this impor-}'tf 
tant Afﬀair. | 

Third/y,Laſtly, This Doctrine would 
afford abundant Matter of Support 
and Conldlation' to ſuch as are United 
to, and Intereſted in Jeſus. 


— —_—_—— 


Is it fo, That they are Bleſſed that| 10 
aye in the Lord, do they reſt from their} W 
L abours, and do their Werks follow p 
them ? | | 

Firſt, Had I time to Open this} Bt 
Fountain of Conſolation, I might] Sr 
calily make 1t appear, that this might] A 
ſupport and comfort all thoſe Souls} W 
that are in Jeſus, undef af the Mrſe-| It 
ries and Calamities of this Life. th 

Secondly, Againſt the Hurt and Hoy- ly 
rour of Death, _ | ſic 

Firſt, As co, Firſt, The Clamities of| Tl 
Life; ir may be they are many, ardf an 
great too ; Sickneſs, Pain, Sorrow,| Oe 


Diſgrace, Poverty, Loſs of Dear R : 
lation: 


” = OY 
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lations, and. what not. Well, were 


they worſe than they are, they ſhall 


all be fully and finally done away at 
Death; theſe are not entailed on 
the Children of God for ever. God 
loves them better, than to permit 
them to abide-in ſuch a boyſterous 
ſtate of things for ever. I muſt nor 


| Enlarge. 


Briefly, 


Secondly, As to the Second, The 
Hurt and Fear of Death, which is ſo 
terrible to innocent, much - more ſo 


to ſinful Nature ; you had need be 


well ſecured agai 


put {ſuch a Venemous 


them : Sin hath 


Sti 


eath, as fills it with juſt 
But to a Soul in Chriſt, this hurttul * Cor. xg; 


1nto- 
Orrny : 


a Slepinos in Jeſus, the Evil of it 
which NE tr tive, is done away : 
it is now become the Paſſage into 
the Joy of your Lord, ( as I have large- 
ly opened to you upon a late Occa- 


ſion, and may 


Well, 


not add more now: 


This well thought of, may ſupport 
and eomfort thy Dejeed Soul, un- 
der the Neareſt Views of thy Ap- 
proaching Change. 


Sting is taken out, Death is become 5% 5s 
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Well, Sirs, (tho'I muſt-have done 
what once more ſay you ? There is 
Blefledneſs, is it like to be yours: 
Will you take Care it may be yours 
Will you get Evidence it 1s yours 1 
Title now, and {hall be yours i 
Poſſeſſion when you dye? that you 
may have Peace whilſt you live, an 
Camfort when you dye, and thij 
Bleſſedneſs after Death, which al 
ſhall have that dye in the Lord 
For it came by a Voice from Heas 
ven to John, he had it in Command 
to write for our Support ;z it 1s ag 
Indubitable Truth, = 


Bleſſed are the Dead, that dye in the 


Lord, &c. 
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P# 3. Line 20, between and and 20 add ſhould be; 
pag. Er. lin, 1. read, Secondly, It doth ſnppoſe theith 


 Abiding ard #.lking in him, from, G&c. pg 47. lin. 22 


pur one [a rhe place of ſuch and ſuch iu the place pf oneg 
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